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PHIL HUGHES 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.29 pm]: From time to time our lives get put back into perspective and 
it is with enormous sadness, shock and disbelief that we learn of the passing of cricket champion Phil Hughes 
today after being struck in a freak accident on Tuesday. Phil Hughes was 25. Phil Hughes was a country boy 
from a beef and banana farm in Macksville on the north coast of New South Wales. His passion was breeding 
Angus cattle that he bred under the name “408”, which those who are great followers of the game would know 
was his test cap number. 

Phil Hughes made his test debut in 2009 at age 20 and was the youngest ever player to score back-to-back test 
centuries, which he achieved in Durban in 2009 in only his second test. Hughes was also the first player to score 
a century on debut in a one-day international. I, for one, will miss Phil Hughes. I loved watching him play. 
I loved his cut shot and I loved his love of cricket. It is always tragic to see such a promising life cut so short. 
I think I speak on behalf of everyone in the Legislative Council in passing on our sincere and deepest sympathies 
to the Hughes family and to all their friends. Our thoughts must also be with Sean Abbott, who was the bowler 
who delivered the ball that struck Phil Hughes. I can only imagine what Sean Abbott, his family, friends and 
network are going through at the moment. I think it is worthy of the Abbott family to know that it certainly has 
the support of the whole cricket community. Phil Hughes was a great cricketer, but he was also a son and 
brother. Rest in peace, Phillip Hughes. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, as an avid cricket follower I also endorse those comments and extend the 
condolences of the whole Legislative Council of Western Australia to Phillip Hughes’ family and friends. 
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